
Workshop, June 28-29, 2018  

Ask the ‘experts’? 
positionalities of researchers and public figures of  

migrant background in european debates about immigration

Library Hall, Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity  
Organized by Sonja Moghaddari (MPI-MMG) and Sara de Jong (The Open University) 

Thursday, June 28, 2018 

09:00–09:30   Arrival and registration 
09:30–10:00   Welcome  
10:00–11:00   KEYNOTE 1  

Madgalena Nowicka (Humboldt University of Berlin): “Performing 
expertise: Navigating science, state and society as female, migrant and 
ever too young researcher” 

11:00–11:15  Break
11:15–13:15   PANel 1: Roles of migRANticized Public figuRes iN 

societAl debAtes 
 chair: michalis moutselos (mPi-mmg)
 discussant: eunike Piwoni (university of göttingen) 
 William B Noseworthy (University of Wisconsin-Madison): “Hubert 

Harrison & black socialism: shifting meanings of the immigration debate 
in early 20th century”

 Sonja Moghaddari (MPI-MMG): “ ‘Vibrationshintergrund’: intersectional 
perspectives on migranticized public figures’ positionalities in german 
debates about immigration”

 Elsa Mescoli (University of Liège): “between normality and exceptionality: 
the place of muslims in society debates in belgium”

13:15–14:15 Lunch
14:15–15:35   PANel 2: tHiNkiNg beyoNd tHe ‘migRANt’ ReseARcHeR?  
 chair: somayeh chitchian (mPi-mmg)
 discussant: miloš Jovanović (mPi-mmg) 
 Kijan Esphahangizi (ETH Zürich): “migration scholars with migration 

background: A historical typology and case study on migration studies in 
switzerland since the 1960s”

 Kesini Mahendran (The Open University): “from ethno-cultures to 
mobility-cultures – one step towards taking the mobility line”

15:35–15:50 Break
15:50–17:50   PANel 3: NegotiAtiNg multiPle ideNtities iN field WoRk  
 chair: yining chen (mPi-mmg)
 discussant: gulay turkmen (university of göttingen)  
 Shahd Wari (MPI-MMG): “Perspectives on juggling different identities 

during ethnographic fieldwork”

 Sharif Mohammad Haider (The Open University): “A change agent”

 Amadu Khan (independent researcher): “ ‘shifting’ positionalities, 
reflexivity & ‘ethics’ of representation in refugee research: opportunities, 
challenges and resolutions”



contact:  asktheexperts2018@gmail.commpimmg

17:50–18:05 Break
18:05–18:45   summARy sessioN  

Sara de Jong (The Open University): “Reflections on positionalities” 
from 19:15 Dinner

friday, June 29, 2018 

09:00–11:00 PANel 4: ReflectiNg oN iNequAlities AloNg diffeReNt 
sHAdes of coloR

 chair: sabine mohamed (mPi-mmg)
 discussant: megha Amrith (mPi-mmg)  
 Merima Sehagic (Free University of Berlin): “sameness and belonging 

in the field: Anthropological perspectives on the study of racialization 
processes”

 Luis Manuel Hernández Aguilar (Technische Universität Berlin): 
“bearded experts and neutral judgments: Racial adscriptions and 
characterizations in the study of racism”

 Mirjam A. Twigt (University of Leicester): “Who listens to whom? 
the politics of care in (forced) migration research in and beyond post-
migratory europe”

11:00–11:15 Break
11:15–13:15 PANel 5: multiPositioNAlity ANd kNoWledge 

PRoductioN: ANAlysis ANd WRitiNg 
 chair: sanja bökle (mPi-mmg)
 discussant: sara de Jong (the open university)  
 Nawel Aït Ali (EHESS): “challenging difference: a reflection on the french 

setting”
 Shpresa Jashari (University of Neuchâtel): “de-centering migration 

research: Approaching cross-border marriage multipositionally and 
multisitedly”

 Fadi Saleh (University of Göttingen): “How native is the “native 
ethnographer”: challenges and dynamics of doing fieldwork with syrian 
lgbtiq refugees as a syrian gay man”

13:15–14:15 Lunch
14:15–15:45 Working group session and final discussion


