Writing Workshop for invited authors of
Ethnic and Racial Studies Special Issue

CONTESTED CATEGORIES IN
THE CONTEXT OF MIGRATION

Guest editors: Ulrike Bialas, Johanna Lukate,
Steven Vertovec

May 31 - June 2, 2023
Library Hall = Hermann-Foge-Weg 11 = Gottingen

This special issue on Contested Categories in the Context of Migration takes up
Cecilia Menjivar’s call to direct our attention to “the importance of state-created
categories and classification systems that determine eligibility for tangible and
intangible resources” (Menjivar 2023). International migration is a particularly
fruitful site for examining such state-created categories and processes of cat-
egorization. On the one hand, states use categories to manage migrants’ entry,
reception, and residence, making categorization extremely consequential for
individual migrants. On the other hand, bureaucratic documentation and cul-
tural understandings of categories often differ greatly between migrants’ home
countries and receiving states. As a result, governments, the public, and actors
involved in processes of migration negotiate categories under extremely high
stakes and often with unequal and shifting power relations. Migration scholars
must thus pay attention to systems of categorization to understand the man-
agement of migration and migrants’ own lived experiences, and scholars (from
within migration studies and other research fields) interested in categorization
should recognize migration as a site where existing categories can be seen with
rare clarity, and novel and emerging categories can be identified.
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